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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


• _ _ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Education  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


The  general  standard  of  health  of  the  West  Bromwich 
children  remains  good  and  very  little  different  from  that  of 
the  years  preceding  the  outbreak  of  war.  That  it  is  possible 
to  make  such  a  statement  after  2?  years  of  war  is  indeed 
remarkable,  and  it  may  well  be  asked  how  the  position  has  been 
maintained. 

War  time  brings  in  its  train  many  difficulties  to  those 
responsible  for  the  preservation  of  health  in  school  children. 
There  is  a  tendency  for  less  supervision  in  those  homes  whens  all 
the  adults  are  working;  there  is  an  increase  in  overcrowding; 
scabies,  impetigo  and  other  skin  troubles  become  rampant,  while 
fresh  fruit  and  a  libferal  supply  of  fats  unfortunately  are 
reduced.  Excitement,  lack  of  sleep  and  unsettling  conditions 
are  apt  to  occur.  All  of  these  factors  have  been  experienced 
in  our  town. 

Happily  there  has  been  another  side  of  the  picture. 

Family  income  has  improved  generally  and  the  Ministry  of  Food 
has  maintained  distribution  of  essential  food,  and  given 
valuable  advice  to  housewives  on  preparation  of  food,  through 
the  Press  and  B. 3. C.  At  the  schools  the  success  of  your 
provision  of  milk  scheme  has  been  outstanding.  '  The  commence- 
-ment  of  free  meals  and  the  serving  of  hot  mid-day  meals  to 
scholars  should  prove  to  be  a  social  measure  of  the  greatest 
importance.  The  close  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and  your 
policy  of  maintaining  as  complete  a  school  medical  service  as 
possible  has  contributed  very  materially  to  the  present  results. 

It  is  essential  however  to  remember  that  further 
difficulties  must  lie  ahead.  The  longer  the  health  standards 
can  be  kept  up  the  less  the  evil  effects  of  prolonged  war 
conditions  and  the  better  the  condition  of  the  jumping  off 
ground  for  the  great  advancement  which  we  will  make  in  peace  time. 

I  should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  special 
improvements  made  by  your  medical  service  during  the  year- 

(1)  A  further  2,500  children  were  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 

(2)  The  percentage  of  children  in  the  schools  taking 
milk  daily  reached  8l.9,  as  compared  with  33. A  in 
1938. 

(5)  The  coming  into  action  of  the  free  meals  scheme, 
and  the  development  of  further  schemes  for  the 
provision  of  meals  for  over  2,000  children. 

(4)  Special  surveys  were  undertaken  into  (fi)  Scabies 
amongst  school  children,  (b)  Nutrition  of  West 
Bromwich  children  in  war  time.  (Dr.  Fleming's 
reports  on  these  and  the  free  meals  scheme,  will 
be  found  on  pages )  6,  1 1  J.\2 ) . 

The  close  observation  and  follow-up  of  undernourished 
children  discovered  in  previous  years  has  given  good  results. 

Of  56  such  cases  receiving  free  meals  if 5  showed  definite 
improvement.  The  number  of  children  found  at  routine  inspections 
to  be  of  really  poor  nutrition  (class  "D")  was  ^pmewhat  less  in 
1941  than  in  1 9^0. 
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Much  difficulty  was  encountered  through  the  shortage 
of  staff  in  the  dental  department.  Your  remaining  full  time 
dental  surgeon  transferred  to  Birmingham  in  May  and  the  service 
was  maintained  by  part-time  dental  surgeons.  The  amdurlt  of 
work,  as  you  will  see  in  the  summary,  fell  considerably,  and 
it  is  sincerely  hopfed  that  the  full  service  will  be  restored  as 
soon  as  is  possible.'  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  position 
was  improved  by  part-time  help,  but  there  is  much  leeway  to 
make  up. 


Infectious  Disease  incidence  remained  remarkably  low. 
Measles  was  prominent  tip  to  June,  scarlet  fever  cases  numbered 
the  same  as  during  '\9k-0,  while  diphtheria  cases  were  fewer  but 
incurred  six  deaths.  The  advisability  of  immunisation  has  not 
been  readily  accepted  in  West  Bromwich,  despite; '.the  local  and 
national  propaganda.  It  is  estimated  that  approximately 
school  children  are  not  yet  protected  against  this  disease, 
which  has  caused  y\  deaths  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  Central  School  Clinic,  having  been  out  of  commission 
for  over  nine  months,  was  re-opened  in  September,  and  your  school 
medical  premises  sustained  no  further  damage  through  enemy  action 
during  the  year.  Evacuation,  as  a  problem,  has  practically 
ceased  to  exist,  although  the  prepared  schemes  for  medical 
inspection  remain  ready  for  emergency. 

I  wish  to  record  grateful  thanks  to  the  Director  of 
Education,  (Mr.  L.  G.  Rose)  and  his  staff,  for  the  close 
co-operation  and  harmonious  working  between  our  departments,  and 
for  supplying  certain  information  relevant  to  this  report. 

Thanks  also  are  due  to  the  Teaching  Staff  for  the  help  received 
throughout  the  year,  and  to  the  Rotary  Club;  The  Poor  Children's 
Welfare  Society,  and  the  N. S. P. C. C. ,  for  their  continued 
valuable  assistance;  also  to  my  staff  for  their  efficient  and 
willing  service. 

I  should  also  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  courtesy  and  consideration  which  has  been  shown  by  you 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  and  especially  to  Councillor 
Miss  C.  E.  Hazel,  the  Chairman  of  the  Medical  Services  Sub¬ 
committee. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  ^  -  • 

School  Medical  Officer. 


2,  Lodge  Road, 

West  Bromwich. 
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REPORT. 


I.  -  STAFF.  As  set  out  on  Page  One. 

II.  -  CO-ORDINATION.  No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the 

arrangements. 

4 

III.  -  SCHOOL  HYGIENE.  Nothing  to  report. 

IV.  -  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

AND  TREATMENT.  The  usual  arrangement s  were  carried  out. 

The  statistical  information  desired  by 
the  Board  of  Education  is  to  be  found  on 
Pages  x5.  x4 

Dental  Defects.  1  941  has  been  another  difficult  year 

for  the  following  reasons :- 

(a)  Heavy  snowfall  early  in  the  year  with  consequent 
reduction  of  attendances. 

(b)  The  remaining  full  time  surgeon  left  the  service 
in  April  to  take  up  another  appointment,  and  the 
work  had  to  be  carried  out  by  part-time  locums, 
who  v;ere  only  able  to  devote  a  small  number  of 
sessions  each. 

(c)  The  Central  Clinic,  heavily  damaged  in  November 
1940,  was  not  available  for  use  until  September. 

The  number  of  sessions  devoted  to  actual  dental 
treatment  was  2 JJ  as  compared  with  559  in  •1940. 

Orthopaedics  and  postural  defects.  Treatment  was  continued 

on  the  usual  lines, 

under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Leather. 


Analysis  of  cases  treated.*-  194-0*  1941* 

Boys. _ Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 

Number  of  cases . .  *  .  25  24  15  1 9 

Number  of  consultations. . *  . * .  97  A5  32  97 

Number  of  children  in-patient.  39  2  - 

Number  of  children  on  massage.  9  13  8  12 

Number  of  attendances.  ...  ...  1 86  967  1 76  362 

Number  of  children  x-rayed. ...  7  5  3  5 

Number  of  children  fitted  with 

irons,  plaster  cases,  etc.  29  48 

Summary  of  work  at  Remedial  Exorcises  Clinic » 

Number  of  sessions.  ; . . .  152 

Number  of  patients  -  Boys  40.  Girls  52...  ...  ...  72 

Number  of  attendances . .  . . 1  427 

Tuberculoei  s.  1940.  1941. 

Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 


Number  of  cases . A  1  A  1 

Number  of  consultations...  ...  13  -  i0  1 

Number  of  children  x-rayed  ...  2  -  3 

Number  of  children  in 

Woodlands  or  Forelands .  3  -  2 


The  Tuberculosis  Committee  also  accepted 
responsibility  for  one  boy  and  two  girls  who  received 
treatment  at  the  Woodlands  apart  from  the  Orthopaedic 
Scheme. 
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VIII 


Treatment  by  Artificial  Sun-Light . 

The  Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic  was  continued  during 
the  year,  the  cases  treated  numbered  1  if 1  and  attendances 
1,728,  compared  with  5.5  and  851  resPectively  in  1940. 


•  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the 

arrangements  for  the  control  of 
Infectious  disease.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  continued 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  completed 
during  the  year.  For  comparison  the  group  figures  are 


shown  for  the 

previous 

years. 

School. 

1953-1940.  ' 

Under  5.  5~l5* 

1941. 

Under 

5. 

5-15 

TOTAL. ' 

.  Under  5.  5-1 5. 

Beeches  P.d. 

4 

45 

4 

11 5 

8 

1 60 

Black  Lake 

25 

255 

1 

1 50 

24 

385 

Bratt  St. 

5 

75 

2 

ft 

5 

1  21 

Christ  Church 

— 

26 

26 

Charlemont 

7 

36 

1 

150 

8 

1 36 

Fisher  St. 

5 

129 

1 

95 

4 

224 

Golds  Hill 

14 

5 

24 

5 

38 

Greets  Green 

w 

209 

5 

1 1 0 

5 

319 

Guns  Village 

4 

7i 

5 

152 

7 

203 

George  Salter 

— 

— 

266 

— 

266 

Hall  Green 

— 

— 

— 

87 

— 

87 

Hill  Top 

26 

206 

5 

1  58 

29 

364 

Jos.  Ed.  Cox 

12 

685 

5 

254 

1 5 

919 

Lodge  Estate 

7 

51 

1 

50 

8 

8l 

Lyng 

5 

254 

1 

1  51 

4 

385 

Spon  Lane 

— 

5 

69 

3 

69 

All  Saints 

4 

261 

1 

110 

5 

371 

Holy  Trinity 

2 

85 

— 

1  50 

2 

213 

St.  Michaels 

— 

— 

31 

— 

31 

Junr.  Practical 

— 

— 

16 

- 

1 6 

CLINICS. 

559 

439 

622 

• 

555 

961 

Z94 

457 

2751 

652 

2485 

1089 

5236 

As  a  result  of 

a  recent  questionnaire 

to  ] 

Head 

Teachers,  the 

following  table  has  been  compil 

ed. 

School. 

Dept. 

No.  on 

Number 

Percental 

Poll, 

Immunised. 

Immuni sec 

1  • 

Beeches  Kd. 

Jr.M. 

548 

1  76 

50.  6 

.  1 

Inf  ts. 

251 

114 

45 

Black  Lake 

Jr.  B. 

205 

150 

74 

Jr.  G. 

185 

106 

57 

?t 

Infts. 

251 

172 

64.  5 

Bratt  St. 

Infts. 

1  60 

70 

44 

Charlemont 

Sr.  B. 

420 

176 

42 

?t 

Sr.  G. 

575 

242 

64 

U 

Jr.M. 

581 

251 

66 

u 

Infts. 

547 

245 

70 

Christ  Church 

Jr.M. 

21  8 

104 

48 

Cronehills 

Sr.  B. 

529 

1  60 

48.  6 

1! 

Sr.  G. 

545 

195 

57 

Fisher  St. 

Jr.M. I. 

559 

297 

82.7 

George  Salter 

Sr.  B. 

575 

265 

71 

?? 

Sr.  G. 

3°7 

118 

52 

Golds  Hill 

Jr.M. I. 

i°5 

36 

34 

Greets  Green 

Jr.M. 

368 

187 

51 

it 

Infts. 

222 

84 

38 

Guns  Village 

Jr.  B. 

229 

82 

35.3 

tt 

Jr.  G. 

258 

125 

52.5 

tf 

In  f  t  s . 

192 

64 

33 

Hall  Green  Rd. 

Jr,M. 

422 

100 

42.6 

U 

Infts. 

526 

166 

50 

5. 


School 

Dept. 

No.  on 

Roll. 

Number 
Immuni sed. 

Percentage 

Immunised. 

Hamstead 

Jr.M.  I. 

918 

287 

90. 

Hill  Top 

Sr.  B. 

1  40 

27 

26.  5 

ft 

Sr.  G. 

1  50 

70 

46.  6 

!? 

Jr.  M. 

338 

1 65 

49 

t! 

Inf  ts. 

291 

283 

97 

Jos. Ed.  Cox 

Jr.M. 

495 

393 

90.2 

It 

Inf  t  s. 

290 

282 

72 

Lodge  Estate 

Inft  s. 

229 

190 

34 

Lyng 

Jr.  B. 

298 

142 

57.6 

tt 

Jr.  G. 

222 

1  21 

59 

11 

Inf  ts. 

195 

85 

42*5 

Spon  Lane 

Sr.  B. 

918 

1 39 

42*7 

tt 

Sr.  G. 

2  27 

104 

45*3 

IT 

Inf  ts. 

170 

65 

58 

All  Saints' 

Sr.  M. 

245 

147 

60 

Tt 

Jr.  M. 

285 

187 

66 

TT 

Inf ts. 

1 89 

106 

57  , 

Holy  Trinity 

Jr.M.  I. 

279 

26a 

94.6 

St.  Michael’s 

Mixed 

95 

43 

50*5 

Junr. Practical 

t? 

40 

15 

27*  5 

1 1 808 

6904 

58.4 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs,  taken  from  school  children 
were  examined  bacteriologically  by  your  medical  officers; 
these  numbered  530,  of*  which  91  were  positive. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  four  quarters 
of  the  year. 


Disease. 

1  st. 
Qr. 

2nd. 

Qr. 

2nd. 

Qr. 

4th.  T 
Qr. 

'otal 

1  941 0 

Total 

1  94Q 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

40 

20 

14 

117 

11 7 

Di phtheria 

1  2 

14 

19 

26 

71 

35 

Erysipelas 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Pn eumonia 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Dys entry 

.  — 

— 

— 

2 

2 

- 

Mortality  in 

School  Children. 

Cause  of  Death. 

No. 

Cause  c 

>f  Death. 

No. 

Diphtheria.  .  .  .  . 

6 

Meningi ti s. . .  . . 

2 

Bronchitis.  .  .  . . 

1 

Cardiac  Failure. 

•  •  0  • 

2 

Pneumonia  -  all 

fo  rms 

1 

Traffic 

:  Accidents  . .  . 

4 

Pneumococcal  Peritonitis  1 

Other  Accidents. 

•  •  •  « 

2 

Gastric  Enteritis.... 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

4 

Appendicitis.  .  . 

•  •  0  • 

2 

Total 

~  2^  

This  compares  with  50  deaths  in  194-0* 


IX.-  PROVISION  OF  MEALS.  The  Authority’s  Provision  of  Meals 

Scheme  which  was  formulated  during 
1940  came  into  operation  on  fth. 
January,  1 941  *  As  from  this  date  the  combined  cooking 
and  dining  centre  at  the  Lodge  Estate  School  was' opened  to 
provide  approximately  100/120  meals  daily  to  mal-nourished 
necessitous  pupils.  The  canteen  is  situated  in  the  disused 
Domestic  Science  Suite  and  provides  satisfactory  facilities 
for  both  cooking  and  service  of  the  meals. 
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Pupils  participating  in  the  scheme  were 
transported  by  special  bus  when  their  homes  were  situated 
at  some  distance  from  the  canteen. 

After  a  short  period,  during  which  valuable 
experience  was  gained  in  the  conduct  of  the  meals  scheme,  it 
was  decided  to  extend  the  scheme  by  making  provision  at  the 
Lodge  Estate  school  canteen  for  the  supply  of  mid-day  meals 
for  approximately  100  pupils  attending  Spon  Lane  School  but 
resident  in  the  Hamstead  area.  These  pupils  have  to  remain 
at  school  during  the  dinner  period  and  the  provision  of  meals 
at  the  canteen  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  parents. 

The  meals  scheme  was  further  extended  on  lfth 
November,  1  941  »  when  the  Hall  Green  Road  School  Canteen  was 
opened.  As  from  this  date,  it  was  decided  to  supply  meals  to 
the  children  of  womert  war  workers  at  both  the  Hall  Green  Road 
and  Lodge  Estate  Canteens,  at  a  charge  estimated  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  food  only.  The  amount  charged  was  Ad.  per  meal. 

The  school  kitchen  at  Hall  Green  Road  School  was 
equipped  as  a  cooking  kitchen  and  will  eventually  provide  200 
meals  daily.  During  the  short  period  the  canteen  has  been 
opened  in  i  941  it  was  only  possible  to  provide  100  meals 
daily  owing  to  the  non-delivery  of  cooking  equipment  needed 
to  provide-'.the  full  complement  of  200  meals.  The  dining 
room  is  situated  in  the  Crush  Hall  of  the  school  and  both  the 
cooking  and  dining  facilities  have  proved  very  satisfactory. 

At  both  Lodge  Estate  and  Hall  Green  Road  school 
canteens  the  children  participating  in  the  scheme  have  been 
supervised  by  members  of  the  Teaching  Staff  who  have 
voluntarily  undertaken  these  supervisory  duties.  The 
assistance  thus  rendered  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
ensuring  the  success  of  the  scheme  and  a  good  deal  of 
valuable  social  training  has  been  accomplished. 


Statl stiesi  During  the  year  1  94-1 ,  the  number  of  meals 

served  at  the  school  canteens  was  as  follows 

Free  Meals  17>427 

Meals  for  payment  194- 

Total  36,62? 

Plans  for  the  extension  of  Meals  Scheme. 


*  The  Committee  has  given  further  consideration  to 
the  need  for  providing  extended  facilities  for  school  meals 
and  plans  are  now  in  hand  for  a  rapid  extension  of  the  meals 
scheme  so  as  to  provide  2,000  meals  daily.  It  is  hoped 
that  arrangements  will  be  completed  so  that  these  meals  may 
be  available  after  the  Midsummer  Vacation,  1942. 


The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  free  milk  for 
necessitous  undernourished  children  continued  in  operation 
throughout  the  year.  At  the  end  of  December  1 941 »  295 
children  were  receiving  milk;  of  this  number  112  children 
were  receiving  free  meals  in  addition. 
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REPORT  ON  FREE  MEALS  SCHEME 


by  Dr.  0.  M,  FLEMING. 


1.  The  children  participating  in  the  free  meals  scheme 
have  shown  generally  an  improvement.  Bearing  in  mind  that 
the  total  addition  in  quantity  of  food  to  that  ordinarily 
consumed  by  the  children  now  partaking  of  free  midday  meals 
is  not  very  great,  one  would  not  expect  to  find  striking 
increases  in  the  children’s  dimensions  over  the  period  of 
nine  months  (in  some  cases  only  six),  in  which  they  have  been 
having  the  meals.  Rather,  one  would  expect  an  improvement 
in  the  child's  condition ,  that  is  to  say  in  his  general 
constitution  and  functioning.  This  is  in  fact  what  has  been 
observed.  In  this  respect  the  head  teachers’  reports  on  the 
children  concerned  are  perhaps  more  eloquent  than  those  of  the 
medical  officer.  "More  alert.  School  attendance  perfect"  - 
is  the  teacher’s  report  on  one  "D"  Child.  Of  a  group  of 
four  children  in  one  school:  "In  all  cases  improvement  in 
vitality,  health  and  general  well-being.  There  has  been 
improvement  in  work".  Such  reports  have  been  usual  in  the 
majority  of  cases.  But  there  has  been  a  perceptible 

improvement  as  well  clinically.  Of  5^  cases  examined  by 
the  medical  officer,  if5  showed  improvement. 

2,  Analysed,  the  figures  reveal  these  facts:  of 

the  cases  were  "C"  Group,  9  either  "D"  or  borderline  "D"  Group. 
Taking  all  these  cases,  the  results  were  as  follows: 

Apparently  Stationary.  . .  9 

Fluctuating, ....................  2 

Slightly  improved. .............. 

Improved . . .  2  5 

Markedly  improved . .  k- 

In  the  "D"  or  borderline  "D’r  group  alone: 

Apparently  stationary...... .  1  . 

Fluctuating. . . . . . .  1 

Improved. . . . . .  J 

Details  of  the  cases  which  have  nol  shown  improvement, 
eleven  in  all,  reveal  these  features.  In  tnree  cases  there 
was  probably  an  inherent  constitutional  defect.  They  were 
well  below  normal  height  and  weight  and  did  not  gain  in  the 
period  under  consideration  the  amount  that  a  normal  child  would 
be  expected  to  do.  One  of  them  showed  very  poor  attendance  at 
the  canteen.  They  are  being  kept  under  observation.  Two 
cases  showed  improvement  in  the  first  six  months  but  this  has 
not  been  maintained.  Two  cases  improved  in  height  and  weight 
but  were  still  found  at  the  end  of  the  period  to  be  rather  pale 
and  a  little  lacking  in  vitality.  One  case  actually  rose  above 
normal  in  height  and  weight  but  was  found  to  be  debilitated. 

In  one  case  weight  improved  but  growth  was  retarded.  Two  cases 
did  not  quite  gain  the  amount  that  a  normal  child  should  in  the 
period  and  have  still  much  leeway  to  make  up.  Some  of  these 
children  have  been  recommended  for  a  stay  in  convalescent  home. 

iu  Twenty  children  who  had  been  having  the  free  meals  were 

taken  off  in  July  on  account  of  alteration  in  the  family  income. 
Of  these  cases,  there  was  one  "D"  child,  one  "C/b and  eighteen 
"C"  children.  At  the  end  of  the  period,  6  were  apparently 
stationary;  if  had  shown  slight  improvement;  8  definite 
improvement,  and  2  striking  improvement.  On  medical  grounds, 
all  these  cases  should  continue  to  partake  of  the  midday  meal. 

In  four  cases  the  parents  will  consider  paying.  Two  cases 
have  meantime  become  eligible  again  and  have  recommenced  meals. 
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X. -  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS,  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  QFFICEI  S 
AND  VOLUNTARY  BODIES, 

The  number  of  parents  attending  routine  medical 
inspection  was  2,271,  or  65%  of  the  children  examined. 

Once  again  tribute  must  be  paid  fcr  the  valuable 
assistance  rendered  to  the  Department  by  the  Teachers  and 
School  Attendance  Officers. 

Our  grateful  thanks  again  are  recorded  for  the 
continued  assistance  rendered  by  the  Poor"  Children  * s  Welfare 
Society  and  the  Rotary  Club.  The  former  arranged  for  2^ 
children  to  be  sent  to  the  Southport  Convalescent  Home  for  a 
period  of  one  month.  In  addition  2^1  pairs  of  boots  were 
supplied  for  necessitous  children.  The^Rotary  Club 
continued  the  arrangements  whereby  deserving  cases  are  sent 
for  fortnightly  periods  to  Convalescent  Home,  Weston-super- 
Mare;  twenty  one  boys  benefitted  from  this  arrangement. 

The  N. S.  P. C. C.  continued  its  assistance  to  the 
Department  through  the  medium  of  Chief  Inspector  Pine. 

XI . -  B^IND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

Blind  Children.  One  partially  sighted  child  was  in  the 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind; 
one  in  attendance  at  elementary  school; 
one,  totally  blind,  at  home.- 

Deaf  Children.  Two  partially  deaf  children  are  undergoing 

training  in  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Deaf.  One  deaf  mute  is  awaiting 
admission  to  this  Institution  and,  in  the 
meantime,  is  attending  elementary  school. 

Mentally  Defective  Children.  Formal  examinations  were 

carried  out  in  20  cases  and  19 
children  were  re-examined;  the  findings  were 
as  follows:- 


Imbeciles  -  Notified  to  L.  C.  A.  5 

Feebleminded  -  do.  13 

Feebleminded . __ .  1  4 

Dull  and  Backward.” . .  .  .  9 

39 


Report  on  the  Junior  Practical  School . 

By  Miss  D.  Griffin.  (Headmistress). 

During  1941  the  health  of  the  children  attending  the 
Junior  Practical  School  has  been  quite  satisfactory,  with  no 
increase  of  epidemic  disease  or  minor  ailments.  No  ill 
effects  were  experienced  after  the  all-night  alerts  and  there 
was  very  little  absence  on  this  account,  though  there  have 
been  two  cases  of  persistant  truancy. 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase  during  the  y^ear  in 
the  family  incomes  in  most  cases,  and  a  corresponding  increase 
in  the  number  of  children  buying  dinners  at  school;  now  a 
sandwich  dinner  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  The 
number  of  children  taking  milk  also  has  increased. 

The  new  cases  admitted  have  been  less  in  number,  but 
they  have  been,  almost  without  exception,  younger  than  usual. 
This  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  child,  and  I  would  ask  that 
every  effort  is  made  to  discover  cases  that  should  be  admitted 
to  the  Junior  Practical  School  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
children  attain  the  age  of  seven  years. 

•  9. 


The  main  need  of  new  admittanoe*  is  to  obtain 
sufficient  command  of  speech  to  enable  them  to  speak  clearly 
and  fluently  on  all  occasions.  Conversation,  therefore, 
forms  the  active  basis  for  all  work,  and  the  children  are 
encouraged  to  take  to,  and  ask  advice  and  help  from  their 
fellows  as  well  as  from  teachers.  The  standard  of  speech 
is  poor  but  it  is  surprising  how  readily  the  poorest  attempts 
at  speech  are  interpreted  by  the  children  themselves.  This' 
method  produces  a  general  improvement  in  the  child's  willing- 
-ness  and  ability  to  speak;  and  an  understanding  of  the 
spoken  word  is  the  first  step  towards  the  further  development 
of  the  child's  powers. 

I  endeavour  to  keep  in  touch  with  children  who  have 
passed  through  the  school,  and  find  that  jnost  of  the' cases 
are  in  regular  employment  doing  routine  factory  work, 

/ 

XIII.-  PARENTS'  PAYMENTS.  There  was  no  alteration  in  the 

arrangements. 

4 

XIV.-  HEALTH  EDUCATION.  The  work  has  continued  along  the  usual 

lines.  Grateful  acknowledgment  is 
made  to  the  services  rendered  by  the 
Local  Press. 


EMPLOYMENT _ OF _ CF  TDPEN. 


(a)  Employed  Children  (l  2-1  if) 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

No.  of  Registrations : 

Delivery  of  Newspapers  or 

Milk. 

108 

1 

109 

Errands  and  light  duties. 

44 

— 

44 

Child  Performers. 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  Licences  surrendered: 
Delivery  of  Newspapers  or 

Milk. 

117 

* 

117 

Errands  and  light  duties. 

56 

1 

57 

( b )  Street  Tra ding  by  Young  Persons . 


No  Licences  issued  or  surrendered. 


(c)  Investigating  Patrols. 

Number  of  Patrols  undertaken. 
Number  of  Offences  reported. 
Number  of  Warning  Notices  issued. 
Number  of  Employers  interviewed. 


47 

44 

19 

25 


(d)  No  prosecutions. 

(e)  Medical  Inspection  re  fitness  for  employment,  2 


(f)  Miscellaneous. 

/  • 

Under  black-out  conditions,  spare-time  employment 
is  far  less  attractive  and  boys  frequently  give 
up  their  delivery  jobs  after  only  a  few  week's  trial. 
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SPECIAL  REPORTS  BY  D R.  G.  M.  FLEMING. 

SCABIES  AMONGST  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  IN  1941 . 

In  i 941  scabies  continued  to  show  a  relatively  high 
incidence  in  the  school  population.  In  the  ten  years 
preceding  the' present  war  the  mean  annual  incidence' of  this 
disease  was  1. 87  per  thousand  among  school  children.  In 
1940  the  figure  was  1  4.  3 4  per  thousand;  in  1941,  33.4  per 
thousand!  That  increased  infestation  with  the  scabies 
parasite  is  a  concomitant  feature  of  war-time  conditions  is 
suggested  by  the  following  table  giving  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  in  the  school  population  from  the  year  1913  "to  1941, 
where  it  will  be  seen  that  a  similar  heightened  incidence 
occurred  between  1916  and  1  91  8. 

All  known  cases  of  scabies  in  school  children  have 
been  kept  under  the  supervision  of  the  school  clinics;  the 
milder  cases  following  a  domiciliary  treatment  with  sulphur 
ointment  and  the  more  severe  cases  being  admitted  to  Hallam 
Hospital,  A  serious  problem  has  been  reinfection  by  some 
younger,  or  more  often  older,  member  of  the  family  not  under 
the  surveillance  of  the  school  clinics. 


Incidence  of  Scabies. 


Year. 


School 

Population. 


No,  of  Incidence 
Gases.  per-  Th.  Year. 


1913 

1 2,290 

52 

4.  23 

1914 

12,551 

27 

2.15 

1915 

12,836 

33 

2.57 

1 91 6 

12,592 

152 

12.07 

1917 

12. 609 

248 

19.  6 

1918 

12,736 

164 

12.  8 

1919 

13,157 

121 

9.19 

1920 

13,402 

130 

9.48 

1921 

13,268 

63 

4.7 

1922 

13,332 

31 

2.3 

1923 

13,250 

16 

1.2 

1924 

13,183 

19 

1.4 

1925 

13,441 

23 

1.  82 

1926 

13,680 

14 

1.  02 

192  7 
1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1939 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 


School 

Pop. 


13,73S 

13,293 

13,793 

13,846 

14,000 

14.198 
13,996 
13,750 

13.199 
12,914 
12,906 
12,593 

12,313 

n,573 

11,769 


No.  of  Inc. 
Gases,  per  Th, 


2l  1.53 

17  1.2 

20  1 . 45 

30  2.  2 

34  2.4 

16  1. 12 

10  0. 72 

16  1. 16 


15 

15 

21 

73 

109 

166 

393 


!-!3 
1. 16 
1;  62 


.8 

.8 


14.  34 
33.4 


NUTRITION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CHILD  IN  WAR  TIMS . 

It  might  well  be  asked  if  the  war  is  showing  any 
effects  upon  the  nutrition  of  school  children.  The  war  may 
exert  its  influence  in  several  ways.  First  there  is 
rationing  and  the  restriction  of  supplies  of  various  food¬ 
stuffs,  then  there  is  the  effect  of  the  strain  during  the 
period  of  frequent  air-raids;  then  again,  where  the  father  of 
a  family  is  in  the  services  the  income  has  been  considerably 
reduced.  Against  this  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  milk  in  schools  (and  latterly  provision  of  a 
mid-day  meal  in  school  for  a  growing  number  of  children), 
whilst  probably,  in  the  majority  of  families,  the  income  is 
actually  higher  than  it  was  in  peace  time. 

Any  alteration  in  the  general  level  of  nutrition  may 
reveal  itself  in  two  directions.  An  analysis  of  the  numbers 
falling  into  the  different  Nutritional  Groups  (A.  B.  C. D,  ) 
might  shew  an  altered  disposition;  and  there  might  occur  some 
variation  in  the  incidence  of  those  ailments  which  are  held 
to  be  associated  with  some  degree  of  malnutrition.  This  has 
to  some  extent  been  found  to  be  the  case. 
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Comparing  tho  nutritional  classification  of  the 
immediate  pre-war  years  (including  the  first  three  months  of 
the  war,  when  little  change  is  likely  to  have  been  shown) 
with  that  of  the  last  two  years,  we  have  these  figures:- 


Table  I. 

1938*1959. _ "A"  Group, _ "B"  Gpoup, _ "C"  G^oup. _ "D", Ggoup. 

Entrants  17>5°5  60.97  19* 2  3  2.295 

Intermediates  22.1  55*  °2  20.  21  1. 87 

Leavers  28.2  62.15  9 •  17  0.475  1 


ALL  GROUPS.  22.  7  ,  ,  ,  59. 7  ‘  16.  5  1. 3 


1940-1941 


Entrants 

8*025 

60.025 

.  21.855 

1* 

095 

Intermediates 

7.87 

68.  41 

21.745 

1. 

975 

Leavers 

10.88  , 

70.  555 

17.34 

1. 

225 

ALL  GROUPS. 

8.9 

69.  4 

20.  3 

1. 

4 

•  j 

-3: 

-C 

i 

;.-l 

•1 

t-c-*  >  1 

'U?~- 7/ 

/• 

From  these  we  observe  that  there  has  been  a  very 


slight  decline  in  the  general  level  of  nutrition.  This 
appears  to  have  been  largely  at  the  expense  of  those  children 
in  the  "A"  Group  who  numbers  have  been  reduced  by  some  14 f. 
These  seem  to  have  receded  into  the  "B"  Group  (normal 
nutrition)  which  has  been  augmented  by  about  10^.  At  the 
same  time  there  are  a  few  more  children  in  the  slightly 
sub-normal  group,  "Cn,  approximately  4$.  It  is  satisfying 
to  note  that  there  is  no  increase  in  the  "D"  Group,  which 
remains  substantially  the  same.  Considering  all  nutrition 
groups  those  In  the  "Intermediates"  and  "Leavers"  have 
suffered  most. 

Regarding  the  incidence  over  the  same  periods  of 
those  ailments  associated  with  inadequate  nutrition, 
inflammatory  conditions  of  the  eye,  and  skin  infections  such 
as  impetigo,  there  appears  to  be  no  substantial  change. 

The  incidence  of  eye  infections  before  the  war  was 
approximately  the  same  as  now,  and  they  took  the  same  length 
of  time  to  heal*  Looking  at  the  figures  for  impetigo  we 
find  that  according  to  the  number  of  cases  found  at  routine 
and  special  examinations,  and  those  treated  at  the' school 
clinics,  the ' incidence  of  the  disease  over  the  war-time 
period,  1940-1 941 ,  was  greater  than  in  the  pre-war  period, 
1938-1939*  Moreover  it  has  been  the  experience  of  medical 
officers  at  the  clinics  that  the  cases  of  impetigo  met  with 
are  more  severe  and  more  resistant  than  formerly.  The 
figures  showing  this  increased  incidence  of  impetigo  are  set 
out  below. 

1940.  1941. 

279  337  (616) 

(average  JOQ) 


1224  1959  0183) 

(average  1591) 


Table  II. 

Cases  of  impetigo  and 
similar  conditions 
found  at  medical 
inspections. 


1938.  1959* 

306  279  (585) 

(average  292) 


Cases  treated  at  clinics 

for  above  conditions.  1 320  1115  (2435) 


( average  1217) 


12 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RSTUDNS. 


TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections  in  Elementary  Schools  for  the 

Year  Ended  ^Ist  December,  1  941  • 

A.  -  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

(1)  Number  of  Inspections  in  the  Prescribed  Groups: 

Entrants  1 2^9  2nd  Age  Group  111  7  3rd  Age  Group  Hi  9 

Total _ 

(2)  No.  of  other  Routine  Inspections:  Nil,  Total  3475 

*  4 

B.  -  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

No,  of  Special  Inspections  &  Re-Inspections.  _ 8306 


TABLE  II. 


Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected 
during- the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


No.  of  A,  B4  C.  D. 

Children  (Excell sit )  (Normal )( Slightly  (Bad) 

Inspected  '  _ _ Sub-normal ) _ “ _ 


0  ■ 

No. 

No.  %. 

No. 

-/*■  ♦  - 

No. 

...  vc  • 

Entrants. 

1299 

1 57 

12.67  771  62.29 

295 

29*  81 

1 6 

On  29 

2nd  Group. 

1117 

118 

10.57  797  65*98 

246 

22,02 

16 

1*  49 

9rd  Group. 

1119 

139 

12.42  790  70.  59 

179 

16. 00 

ll 

0.  99 

All  Groups.  3475  414  11.91  22)8  66.13  7 20  20.  71  49  1.25 


—  TABLF  "TIT " ~ 

GROUP  I.-  Treatment  of  Minor- Axlment s  (excluding  Uncleanliness, 

for  which  see  Table  V.  ) 

Total  number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment 

during  the  year  under  the  Authority’ s-  Scheme.  9991 

GROUP  II, -Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments  -  Group 

Eye 

I.  ) 

Number  of  Defects  dealt 
•» 

wi  th. 

Under  the 

Authority’s  Otherwise. 
Scheme. 

Total. 

Errors  of  refraction 
(including  squint) 

996  11 

0 

LC> 

K-\ 

No.  of  Children' for  whom 
spectacles  were- 

(a)  Prescribed 

(b)  Obtained 

296  14 

275  14  _ 

910 

289 

GROUP  III. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose 

and  Throat. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the  Authority's  By  Private  Practitioner 
Scheme,  in  Clinic  or  or  Hospital,  apart  from 
Hospital.  Authority's  Scheme. 

_ ill _ (21 _ 

84  12 


Other 

forms  Total 
of  number 

Treatment.  (Treated. 

__D1 _ til _ 


13. 


29 


TABLE  IV. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT . 

TI7  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentists. 


(a)  Routine  Age-groups. _ _ 

Age, _ 5 _ % _ 7_  8  9  10.  11  12  19  14-  TOTAL. 

Number.  1  l9  ~'2b0  202 _ l£2__:4O0 _ £15 _ 385 _ l£2 _ 72  63  ~2271 

(b)  Specials.. .  ^73 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials) .  264-4- 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment .  1957 

(9)  Number  actually  treated  .  1953 

(A)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment .  24-57 


(5)  Half-days  devoted  tot- 

inspection .  14- 

Treatment .  27  7t 

29lf 

(6)  Fillings:- 

Permanent  Teeth. .  1  214- 

Temporary  Teeth..  18 

T2J2 


(7) 

Extractions : - 

Permanent  Teeth.  ... 
Temporary  Teeth.  ... 

601 
37  23 

43214- 

(8) 

Administration  of 
general  anaesthetics 
for  extractions. 

4 

680 

(9) 

Other  Operations:- 

Permanent  Teeth.  .  . , 
Temporary  Teeth,  . .  . 

254 

£23 

88  7 

TABLE _ V. 

UNCLSANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 


(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses . .  9 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses . . .  ...  ...'28,602 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean .  1,1  57 

(iv)  Number  of  children  aleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority’  .  Nil. 


(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  Legal  proceedings  were  taken.  Nil. 


TABLE _ VI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 


Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  blind  and  deaf  children  who 
are  NOT  at  present  receiving  education  suitable  for  their 
special  needs. 


At  a  Public 
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Elementary 
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MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 


Total  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year  ended  Jrt  st 
December,  194-1,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local 
Mental  Deficiency  Authority,  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
(Notification  of  Children)  Regulations,  1928.. .  16 


